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THE WABIGOON COUNTRY, 

RAINY RIVF.R nrSTRlCT. 



Ontario Department of Agriculture. 
Toronto, April i, 1898. 



THE PROGRESS OP THE BETTLEMENT AT DRYDEN. 

only were aurveyed. Van Home wd T^^wSiiTk ?lP°»"y. '"<» townddp. 
.nch that from time to time "wm fo,md nl^lr^* the dea^^d for land w£. 

.bleiL^rtl^ofrea^va^^^^^^^^^ 

the towndiip of Sandford JdATr^:^l^^^^f'''y- , ^he characteri.ti« of 

The land i. rather wiling thi,^hoZ iSd ^hT.S^l^^'S.'" ^^ 

day loam of *erv soed nnaii>« nn. !^ i. ■ .' ""^ ^^ "»o«t part, a olav nr 

Und 18 growbg up with wild neu Jim k-^u u "i"™*" o^ al>nort clean and the 
The wSbigoon river ruMthJZhsf ^^j^T*"**' ^P^*"' *"«» ■o°>« «"•" badST 
ENJle lake^d ri^iTnldeS in-S^ti^^^^ T'' -'^"••pSJoi 

towndiip. wok ontorop. very Jdoni and te^SSLt^^^^^^^^ I" **«**'^<> 

I? ''V ^r* "*"• '•' ■•*«ement. aCowSun S£^« R^7 ""'^ ^^ oondderod 
Hne^JjjOi^ ^e tpwnahi^, «.,,^ ^«!;f- !:r.Srt'L7S S^S^i: 



well for ita fertiHtv T^l f k- ^""^.^"7 *»"••»»" in the clearingB gpeaks 

which il iot Sis u r to d^ar^'SS ? R "^/l. "'''. T " «'°''^°» «^»-' 
the north .hore of the lake *"°"«*' '^'^ township, skirting 

pipi«. anquines regarding the country are still namerous. 

only. paUweonellrSVow^^^^^^^^^^ ** '''' T'' P«-"«' ^ actual settlers 

■ettlement duties coMisfcnf ^l! .• ^•'""^^•^ t*>ree annual instalments The 
the land taken nnTwu^ u°?.*'}1 P""'°8 under cultivatfoa one tenth of 

rosidbg thereon Z at 1^?*.^ *'*'''*f '"• '^"""^ "°' '"" '»'•«' 16-'-20 feerand 
year. cSntinioudy EaLh 111 nT *"" '° '*'^u^*'^ '°'' ^^'^ 7^"'. <>' '<>' two 

160 acres; CVnian'^trhi.Zr T' ''«u!**° y*'*"' °' •«« ""^y P"«h»«' 
acres. ' '** '*'''**''^'* "'»**«'" «'8»»teen years of age is allowed 240 

m.nt.'SM ti^TrJ'L^'ked^t^^^^^^ '''•''*' ." '^ ««"'- ^' *»>•» '«"'- 

•bout 76 town S Z itn dr«ootci ^T ^T • ^' "*" ^'^^ °' ^P"^' l^^^. 
erected. Since th«n fJf u '*'"P°»®^ o^. ""d eighteen or twenty buildinai 

Sng. S 76 stowini th?.? -r/' P'**"* ^^''^ '»" '""«"«» *o 122 and T 
oonsideSble eneJ^ '"« ^^^^ bu.ld.ng operations have been carried forward with 

teleg«phX^expr°roffi7e ntt'^fl!'^'" 'T.^'?? *'°°^' •* '^''-'^ •^'^'ion. 

beinJ'ij^ S?!'" r'^-*' operation, and there is a probability of a brick yard 
2lfd!S^;u„H'^'° the vicinity making excellent brick. The town alw 
rn^ ' surveyor, a magistrate and a constable. 

goon rivl^l^D^d* ^"'"t^'^'^*'""'' *"*"* ^y '^^ Government across the Wabi- 
KSSonr<S^lwohThe%«^rT^^ hM also built about twenty mile, of 
and oMnAf Jl!? * u 5 ® ?^^*'®™ ^"""^ supplemented by as much more Park 
and cemetery lots have also been laid out aojicent to the town. 

Wahil«^n 1"*"°° °' ^ryd^n, at the angle formed where the C.P.R. crosMs the 
•m^n5t?fr''''."I"^.***T**«^°"« and attractive. The town hwTurJe 

vioinift Tk • . / ''^ *°® 8old iields now be ng developed in the 
viouuty. Xhe nv,r » from » few rod. to an eighth of a mUe in Cth%^ 



«»Hng fouauion. •°*' "•"'«««" »ithin .i. month, from tin., of 

Oro« Und. A«e«, Dryd^l OnT °' '*"'' ■'"'■''' •* "'•<'• "o A. tZ^ 

tiont have also beei taken up at Waw!l °*"^P*P^- ^ large number of iLL 

^o well o.,ng to the rolling chara^^ tCLTZ^Zl ^^S^ 

the fljw&'l^, ^^^^^^^^ oy he Oovernment Pioneer F.rn. rejl 

h« ^n hurt'hT "'^^ ■?'^« wheat 2S"u^h^f' m A^"*- ^**'***^ '~" 2?S, 
UM oeen Hurt by aumnier froa^o d-— '— -i- - ' ^'^- ^^^^ etatet «• w-*k:-- 

* • ; • a 




THE WAfilCOCN COUNTRY 

RAINV RIVER DISTRICT. 
ScJ«.5M.U»r«»n IniK. 
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"Thii is the place for a man with imall capital and lota of pluck and indoatry to 
make a home for himaelf." 

It BMma to be conceded hj all that the climate is a diatinctlj agreeable one. 
Although the winters are cold, they are better for working outdoors than thej are 
in the eait, aa there is hardly any wind and blixzardn are unknown. 

During the winter of 1897-8, settlers were able to obtain remuneratiye work 
at home, cutting and shipping wood to Winnipeg. For the three months, Nov- 
ember, December, and January, 240 car loads or 2,400 cords were shipped from 
Dryden. 

Dryden is situated on the main line of the 0. P. R. eighty milea east of 
Rat Portage Hud 217 milea west of Port Arthur. The distance from Toronto via. 
North Bay is a little more than one thousand miles. The traveller may take 
either the all rail route, or go by boat to Port William and thence by rail. 
Rates may be obtained from the 0. P. R. passenger agent at Toronto. 

The following letters, which have been received by the Department from 
some of the earlier settlers, speak for themselves: 

" 1 and my family were aiiKinK the first to take upfariiin and move into this district. 
We were old pioneers, and expected the usual ditticulties in beginning in anew uDHettled 
district, and as a matter <>f courHi* we found rouyh Miids and " mud that is mud " and 
flies. But the pioneer who can't stand this had better hold down any soft snap he may 
find in the east. 

In all my pioneering, covering some fifty years (and all of it successful pioneering) 
I have found fewer diflioulties and more natural advant«i,'os ht^re at Dryden than in any 
other farming part of the Dominion. 

Our work in clearing here is play compared with early <lays in Frontenac and 
Hastings, and fighting flies is «mly fun here compared with the s>\me job in Grey or 
Bruce in 1855, and mostpiitoesin Manitoba in IHT.'il 

Parts of Manitot)a may be more desirable than this for the first few years, but to 
make a big showing for the capital, especially if that capital is largely b<me and sinew, 
energy and patience, I would say come to Dryden. This is safe advice for anyone and 
everyone who wishes to clear and tiim up and build up a valuable beautiful home that 
money will not buy after a very few years of patience and toil. 

No amount of sitting around or long yarns count here, or in any new country, but 
industry does, and industrj* alone is to be preferred to capital alone, but industry and 
capital prudently applied should run up in value certainly and very rapidly. Good land 
near the biggest, busiest railroad in America, at fifty cents per acre, can double in price 
three times and not be dear land then. 

The tlimate at Dryden equals Manitoba, probably a little milder in winter and 
entirely free from blizzards, and in summer not so dry. Our virgin soil is very rich 
and free fnjm noxious weeds, and municipal or other mortgages Our land is very 
cheaply put under cultivation, free from stumps and stones. A larger part of it is 
chiefly prairie land. I did a large stretch last fall for less than 1 ever did prairie land, 
and have it in better condition. 

Clover jumps into life on the slightest reasonable invitation, and makes immense 
oropH of hay and pasture. All these things are well worth seeing, and must be seen to 
be fully appreciated, and can be seen without any telescope. 
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<^ M. Vkoma.vm." 
''«;n plenty „f „,„.|, „, '""' ''•■-' voar ,n,d ,■,.( o»f J' • i''''''^" ''''''cleared 

Gl»TAVK|{o,.TKA." 

centre at Dry.k','; ',';'", [^^'y^m^wun-m a. I ",,,'[;;. ■^^'"'•'^ »«<• it hn. ,„Hd. r«,.i,, 

-MU.reatarLo.;arr;;,t.&rh"'''''^^ 

„ . ^^;''«ve Hl«„ be,,, f.,, ' r ■ '"•"*'"-•« «f <i J.'..od fii, re ^ "^""-yth".!,' they 

J- W. Hatch." 






CT«T^)„t,^;/frM;uerfhr^ '■'':"*'" •'""• ^y f.n,i..v\nd ,„y.elf like ihl 

, .Iamrk Hitihiho.n, J.P. " 



inRii h«re. Since then our t..wn h-m ni»a.' rapid prour.M. ^ 

cmnT w«r!l . , *'; »'>""»^ thirty.fiv« ncres cIcare.J and fonced. Lwt wJon h« 

noRicn at prcHent than I have had for a number of y«ar» |>ast. » " ' • 

8. W. Hat. H." 



nf the^^n Th^" «»Inl« 7*" "'"P" S^T"*" ''.^'' '■•"'y '"" «""«derin« the dryness 
clover uTi?nn,en«o ffiw .*^-'"" ""'i*' ""^ he excelled in any country, and for 
the land i^'h^n „nl -i "f '* ^^ "r^^*^ '■"""''■y '"'• » """' *'♦»» « """Hll capital, as 
fnrr^J^enldZ/o'r^lr'"^"'- ^'*'" " "'^'"*>- "' ^'-"^^ '- ^-' -"' '""'^'"^ 

J. F. McMillan." 



